
Richland County 

Natural Resources Standing Committee 
 

Date Posted: April 28, 2025 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

Please be advised that the Richland County Natural Resources Standing Committee will convene on Monday, 

May 5, 2025 at 9:30 AM in the Richland County Board Room of the Courthouse at 181 West Seminary Street, 

Richland Center, WI 53581. 

 

Information for attending the meeting virtually (if available) can be found at the following link:  

https://administrator.co.richland.wi.us/minutes/natural-resources-committee/ 

 
If you have any trouble accessing the meeting, please contact MIS Support at 608-649-4371 (phone) or 

mis@co.richland.wi.us (email). 

 

 

AGENDA 
 

1.    Call To Order 

2.    Roll Call 

3.    Verification Of Open Meetings Law Compliance 

4.    Approval Of Agenda 

5.    Approval Of Minutes From March 31, 2025 Meeting 

6.    Public Comment 

7.    Zoning Petitions 

 A.  To hear a petition to rezone Parcel 008-3423-0000, consisting of 30 acres, from Ag/Forest to 

 Ag/Residential, Section 34, Town of Dayton 

 B.  To hear the petition to rezone portions of Parcel 016-0411-2000, consisting of approx. 10 acres from 

 Farmland Preservation to Residential AZ, Section 4, Town of Ithaca 

 C.  To hear a petition to rezone Parcel 014-2044-1000, consisting of 32 acres, from Ag/Forest to 

 Residential, Section 20, Town of Henrietta. 

 D.  To hear a petition to rezone part of Parcels 026-2711-1000 and 026-2714-0000, consisting of approx. 

 30 acres, from Ag/Forest to Ag/Residential, Section 27, Town of Rockbridge 

 E.  To hear a petition to rezone part of Parcel 008-1043-2000, consisting of 2.38 acres, from Ag/Forest 

 to Residential, Section 10, Town of Dayton 

8.    Reports 

 A.  Zoning Administrator: Departmental Activities 

 B.  County Conservationist: Departmental Activities 

 C.  UW-Extension: Departmental Activities 

 D.  County Surveyor Report 

9.    Discussion & Possible Action: Update on DAWS (Driftless Area Water Study) Project 

10.  Discussion & Possible Action: Policy Pertaining to Crediting Short Term Rental Fees 

11.  Correspondence  

12.  Future Agenda Items 

13.  Adjourn 

 

A quorum may be present from other Committees, Boards, or Commissions.  No committee, board or 

commission will exercise any responsibilities, authority or duties except for the Natural Resources Standing 

Committee. 

 

https://administrator.co.richland.wi.us/minutes/natural-resources-committee/
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Richland County  

Natural Resources Standing Committee 

 

March 31, 2025 

 

The Richland County Natural Resources Standing Committee convened on Monday, March 31, 2025 in 

person and virtually at 9:30 AM in the County Boardroom of the Richland County Courthouse. 

 

Call To Order: Committee Chair Carrow called the meeting to order at 9:31 AM. 

 

Roll Call: Deputy County Clerk Hege conducted roll call. Committee members present: Steve Carrow, 

Richard McKee, Alayne Hendricks, Mark Gill, Craig Woodhouse, and Julie Fleming. Committee 

members absent: Robert Brookens. 

 

Verification of Open Meetings Law Compliance: Deputy County Clerk Hege confirmed the meeting 

had been properly noticed. 

 

Approval Of Agenda: Motion by McKee, second by Fleming to approve agenda. Motion carried and 

agenda declared approved. 

 

Approval Of Minutes From March 3, 2025 Meeting: Supervisor Gill pointed out a spelling error in the 

minutes from the March 3, 2025 meeting. Brief discussion ensued. Deputy County Clerk Hege noted that 

the error would be corrected. Motion by Gill, second by McKee to approve the minutes from the March 

3, 2025 meeting as corrected. 

 

Public Comment: None. 

 

Zoning Petitions: 

 

A. Allison Bock & Dawn Piech – Town Of Orion: County Conservationist Cooper reported that the 

applicants had not submitted all of the required documentation. Consensus was gained from the committee 

to table the Bock/Piech petition until the May 2025 meeting. 

 

B. Dennis Brynman & Scott Dietzman – Town Of Ithaca: County Conservationist Cooper reported 

that the applicants had submitted all their documents, but the petition had not been approved by the Ithaca 

Town Board. Consensus was gained from the committee to table the Brynman/Dietzman petition until the 

May 2025 meeting. 

 

C. Cameron Murphy – Town Of Akan: County Conservationist Cooper reported that the applicants 

had not submitted all of the required documentation. Consensus was gained from the committee to table 

the Murphy petition until the May 2025 meeting. 

 

Brief discussion on certified survey language ensued. Chair Carrow requested that the County Surveyor 

give a brief explanation of the survey language at the May 2025 meeting. 

 

Reports: 

 

A. Zoning Administrator: Departmental Activities: County Conservationist Cooper reported that Jenn 

Fry had accepted the open Zoning and Sanitation Technician position. Ms. Fry had been the Office System 

Tech, but she was not able to attend the meeting due to illness. Brief discussion on how positions are 
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posting ensued. Conservationist Cooper reported briefly on the updated FEMA maps that would need to 

be included in the county’s floodplain ordinance. Brief discussion ensued. Conservationist Cooper 

reported on a call regarding a land owner who had been excavating in a wetland area west of Rockbridge 

on County Hwy D and that the DNR would be issuing citations. Brief discussion ensued. 

 

B. County Conservationist: Departmental Activities: Conservationist Cooper reported that she 

and Farmland Preservation Technician, Kori Rogers had attended the Wisconsin Land and Water 

Conference. Brief discussion ensued. Conservationist Cooper reported that she sent in the 2025 work plan 

and the staffing grants, and was setting up a tree sale pick up date for some time in April, and that Land 

Conservation was working with the UW-Extension with facilitating producer lead groups. Brief discussion 

ensued. 

 a. Report On Land Information Retained Fees Fund Balance: Conservationist Cooper 

presented a tracking spreadsheet for Fund 23 – Land Records Grant and Fund 48 – Land Records. 

Discussion on the expenditure guidelines for these funds. Chair Carrow asked for the written expenditure 

guidelines for these funds to be brought to the committee. 

 

C. UW-Extension: Departmental Activities: Mr. Adam Hady, Area 13 Extension Director 

presented his March 2025 Report and highlighted the upcoming Get Real event, the upcoming 

AmeriCorps interviews, and Anastasia Kurth’s work on the producer lead groups, and introduced Beth 

Mcilquham, the Reginal Livestock Educator. Ms. Mcilquham shared a hand out on fecal parasites in 

livestock and briefly spoke on recent workshops being done with area producers. Brief discussion ensued. 

 

Discussion & Possible Action: Approval Of The Richland County Zoning Ordinance: 

Conservationist Cooper reported on the proposed changes in the Richland County Zoning Ordinance and 

her work with the County Corporation Counsel, Attorney Windle with the sections that need to be 

changed. Chair Carrow asked the committee to review the ordinance and give their feed back to 

Conservationist Cooper and Attorney Windle. No action was taken on this item. 

 

Discussion & Possible Action: Update On DAWS (Driftless Area Water Study) Project Estimated 

Costs: Conservationist Cooper presented a document outlining the costs for the Homeowner Package for 

well testing with the cost for an individual test being $68 and reported that in years past that 100 well tests 

had been budgeted for along with around $600 in mailing costs. Extensive discussion ensued. 

 

Discussion & Possible Action: State Budget On Conservation Staffing: Conservationist Cooper 

presented an email from the Wisconsin Land and Water Association on Conservation staffing. Chair 

Carrow asked that Conservationist Cooper share the link for the Advocacy Toolkit with the committee. 

Discussion ensued. 

 

Discussion & Possible Action: Crediting Short Term Rental Fees: Chair Carrow reminded the 

committee members of the changes to how fees are accrued with the implementation of the county short 

term rental ordinance. Extensive discussion ensued. Motion by Woodhouse, second by Gill to credit part 

of the conditional use permit fee. Motion carried and there will be credit given for part of the conditional 

use permit fee with an exact total to be determined at a later date. 

 

Correspondence: None. 

 

Future Agenda Items: 
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Zoning Petition: Allison Bock & Dawn Piech- Town of Orion 

Zoning Petition: Dennis Brynman & Scott Dietzman – Town of Ithaca 

Zoning Petition: Cameron Murphy – Town of Akan 

Report: County Surveyor Report 

Report: Land Conservation Retained Fees Fund Balance/Expenditure Guidelines 

Discussion & Possible Action: Update on DAWS (Driftless Area Water Study) Project 

Discussion & Possible Action: Policy Pertaining To Crediting Short Term Rental Fees 

 

Adjourn: Chair Carrow entertained a motion to adjourn. Motion by Fleming, second by McKee to 

adjourn. Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 10:34 AM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 
 

Myranda H. Hege 

Deputy County Clerk 





















































































Richland April 2025 Report   

 

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming, including 

Title VI, Title IX, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act requirements. 
 

 

Agriculture 
A farm visit for a miniature Hereford producer, where I was able to advise on implementing a handling system and answer 

questions to help improve the welfare and ease of cattle handling at this operation.  Total Reach: 1 beef producer (Beth 

McIlquham) 

• A cattle producer reached out to me asking questions about handling systems and getting advice on use of existing 

structures.  I accepted the invitation to visit the farm and assisted with brainstorming on what to do with the 

existing structures.  After the farm visit, the producer and I have been in a follow-up email thread with the 

producer. This continues to build the relationship with the producer and understand their needs and challenges.  

An event for sheep producers, where they learned about lambing, fecal egg counts, nutrition, and biosecurity. Through 

this activity, sheep producers learned valuable management tools that can them reach their goals. Total Reach: 21 sheep 

producers (Beth McIlquham, Carolyn Ihde) 

An event for beef producers, where they learned about the impact of calf management and goal setting to improve their 

management strategies. Total Reach: 50 beef producer families (Beth McIlquham) 

An article for beef producers on best management practices and current research in livestock systems. Articles like these 

keep livestock producers up to date with local and regional livestock news, market trends, and production ideas to help 

increase the economic viability of producers. (Beth McIlquham, Adam Hartfiel, Bill Halfman, Ryan Sterry) 

A weekly report on agronomic considerations for farmers, crop consultants, and viewers of the Wisconsin Ag Weather 

Outlook (WAWO) where specific considerations for field, forage, vegetable, and fruit crops are communicated to help 

producers make informed decisions regarding field work and timing of field activities.  Total Reach: The March 2025 

outlook had 188 page views and April 10th outlook had 86 page views.   (Anastasia Kurth, Emilee Gaulke, Josh Bendorf, 

Josie Dillon, Rue Genger) 

An article for beef cow-calf producers where readers learned the value of crossbreeding and how it can be implemented 

on their farms to help them improve profitability. Total Reach: Circulation of The Wisconsin Agriculturist Magazine has 

24,000 print subscribers. The Beef Columns also appear on the website and garner between 1,000 and 4,000 page views 

(it is different for every column). (Bill Halfman, Beth McIlquham, Kimberly Kester, Ryan Sterry) 

A field tour for farmers, land conservation officials, and producer-led watershed group members where attendees 

explored winter camelina cover crop plots to learn about winter camelina as a cover crop, its ability to reduce nitrate 

leaching, and how resin puck lysimeters work.  Total Reach: 28 attendees (farmers, land conservation staff, Extension staff, 

and interested citizens) Attendees represented 6 counties. (Anastasia Kurth, Sam Bibby, Sheryl Schwert, Will Fulwider) 

A virtual webinar for beef producers and industry professionals to learn important and emerging topics related to the beef 

industry. This webinar was focused on the importance meat quality in raising and marketing finished beef. Direct 

Marketing considerations were also discussed for participants. Total Reach: 15 virtual attendees (Adam Hartfiel, Beth 

McIlquham) 

An in-person workshop for sheep and goat producers where information was presented, and a fecal egg count was 

demonstrated and taught to participants. Participants learned about the parasite lifecycle, fecal egg counts, and additional 
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integrated management strategies to decrease production and economic losses to parasite infections. Participants also 

learned how to collect, prepare, and analyze fecal samples to determine parasite infection and how to use this information 

to select animals and management strategies to improve animal health and increase production and profitability. Total 

Reach: 5 small ruminant producers (Carolyn Ihde, Beth McIlquham, Kimberly Kester) 

Planning for a fecal egg count roadshow titled Parasite Patrol for small ruminant, beef, and dairy producers in collaboration 

with Extension County, Regional, and State Outreach Specialist, local producer groups, and veterinarians. The goal is for 

producers to manage parasite resistance, anthelmintic use, genetic selection, and pasture management to reduce 

anthelmintic resistance and economic loss to parasitism. (Carolyn Ihde, Beth McIlquham, Heather Schlesser, Kimberly 

Kester, Sandy Stuttgen) 

A series of workshops for beef producers where producers learned about what type of cattle packers prefer to meet 

consumer demands, what quality and yield grades are, current challenges in the beef industry and best management 

practices to produce ideal market animals.  Total Reach: 160 beef producers (Beth McIlquham, Bill Halfman, Kimberly 

Kester, Ryan Sterry) 

A monthly newsletter that is designed to deliver timely updates for the Extension Crops and Soils and Dairy and Livestock 

Programs as well as connect various stakeholders to the agriculture community across Richland County.  Total Reach: Over 

50 producers, Extension colleagues, county board members, and public.  (Anastasia Kurth, Beth McIlquham) 

An on-farm research project investigating use of winter camelina as a cover crop option after soybeans to reduce nitrate 

leaching and mitigate the yield drag seen in corn following winter cereal cover crops, the only other overwintering cover 

crop choice in Wisconsin post-soybean harvest. Results from this study will help farmers decide if winter camelina is a 

viable cover crop for their operation and engage farmers in thinking more critically about nitrogen loss pathways. Total 

Reach: 9 farmers = 4 research collaborating farmers + 5 additional farmers who planted winter camelina (Will Fulwider, 

Anastasia Kurth, Chelsea Zegler, Sam Bibby, Sheryl Schwert, Steven Hall) 

An informational meeting for farmers and those interested in learning about producer-led watershed groups and creating 

a group in Richland County. With the help of the Richland Resilience Group, an informational meeting was held in Richland 

Center to inform the public of the benefits of starting a DATCP producer-led group. This meeting included a presentation 

from DATCP and a farmer panel of members from nearby watershed groups. Approximately 30 people attended the event. 

More meetings are scheduled. (Anastasia Kurth).    

Human Development and Relationships 
An on-demand lesson on topics such as budgeting, credit/debt, record keeping, saving on groceries, goal setting, 

preventing fraud and scams, and finding affordable housing for groups such as residents at a homeless shelter, recent 

immigrants, a group of young parents, etc. where they learn effective strategies to manage their money. Through this, 

participants set and create a plan for achieving their financial goals, can create a spending plan that allows them to manage 

their monthly income and expenses, and can make a plan to become debt-free.   Total Reach: 1 Richland county resident  

(Sarah Kubiak) 

A financial reality day for area High School students, where they learned money management skills to improve their 

financial wellbeing as future young adults. Total Reach: 400 high school students in Richland County  (Sarah Kubiak) 
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• After a  year hiatus, Richland County community was extremely happy to welcome back Get Real, a financial reality 

day for area high school students. In a testament to how impactful it is, area high schools chose to bring double 

the number of students who normally participate, because their Seniors who missed the event last year wished 

to participate.  My role in Extension is the coordination of over 100 local and regional volunteers to make the day 

happen, in addition to managing the learning objectives for the students via the program materials and evaluation.  

blank% of the volunteers believe the event is extremely to very effective in increasing the knowledge and skills of 

high school students in the area of personal money management and their plans to use what they have learned 

in the real world. The student evaluation indicated that over blank increased their knowledge on “how much 

things cost” and the “difference between wants and needs” and blank % plan to use a budget and adjust their 

spending to ‘make ends meet.’ This annual flagship program for Extension Richland County was a success for 2025.  

A 6-session course for renters where participants learn how to find and apply for rental housing, understand their 

responsibilities as a renter, how to communicate effectively with their landlords, and manage housing expenses. Through 

this, those with negative rental records and those new to renting are able to increase their ability to find and keep safe 

affordable housing, thereby increasing their stability and decreasing their reliance on public supports.  (Amanda Kostman, 

Alana Perez-Valliere, Carol Bralich, Crystal Walters, Jeanne Walsh, Jennifer Abel, Katie Daul, Kula Yang, Sarah Kubiak, Sarah 

Hawks, Tahnee Aguirre, Todd Wenzel) 

A 7-session course that helps adults of all ages to make end-of-life financial, healthcare, and final wishes decisions in order 

to reduce the stress experienced by survivors and to ensure that their wishes are honored. (Beverly Doll, Sarah Kubiak) 

A newsletter series (Money $mart in Head Start) for parents of young children where they learn skills such as using credit 

wisely, keeping their money safe, savings strategies, organizing their financial records, and making choices about health 

insurance. Through this program parents can create more financial stability for their families.  Total Reach: 366 families 

(Beverly Doll, Bob Wiegel, Sarah Kubiak) 

Positive Youth Development 
At Discovery Day, Richland County youth participated in hands-on educational workshops to explore career paths and 

discover "sparks" leading to further 4-H involvement.  Total Reach: Total participation=122 individuals.  Includes: 78 Youth 

participants (33 4-H members, 45 youth not enrolled in 4-H); 16 4-H Youth Leaders; 28 Adult volunteers (13 4-H leaders, 

15 community members) (Karleen Craddock) 

• Discovery Day is an outreach effort to engage youth who are not currently enrolled in 4-H.  Intentional efforts are 

made to offer a variety of sessions that represent the breadth of the 4-H program.  For current 4-H members, the 

event provides hands-on project learning activities and an opportunity to explore new 4-H project areas. Discovery 

Day provided over 20 hands-on project learning sessions for current 4-H members as well as an opportunity, for 

youth who are not currently enrolled, to learn about 4-H.  Sessions were led by 4-H volunteers and community 

members. Through this effort, youth had an opportunity to explore career pathways and discover "sparks" leading 

to future 4-H project involvement.  This effort was also successful in introducing 4-H to youth who are not currently 

enrolled: 25% requested information about joining 4-H and 48% indicated an interested in attending future 4-H 

programs.  
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FoodWIse 

During the month of April, the FoodWIse program has been actively engaged in several key initiatives in Richland Center. 

FIT Richland is being reactivated in collaboration with the Health & Human Services department, with a focus on promoting 

nutrition and physical activity throughout the community. This joint effort aims to create healthier and more sustainable 

environments for local residents. 

At Weston School, a six-session nutrition education series is currently being delivered, with completion planned for mid-

May. These sessions are designed to promote healthy eating habits among students through interactive lessons and 

hands-on activities. 

Additionally, FoodWIse continues its partnership with the 4-H Juntos program at Richland Center Middle School, where 

the Cooking Matters curriculum is being implemented. This program provides practical education on healthy cooking, food 

preparation, and making informed food choices, with a special focus on engaging Latino youth and their families. 
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